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Meet Roycerin Mahood
We first met Roycerin in 2008, when she was seeking the supports of
KW Habilitation in our KW Career Compass. Roycerin volunteered as
a Child Care Assistant at Chandler Mowat Community Centre, Our Place
and Pluto Day Care. She was then hired as an employee at The Working
Centre, KW Habilitation as a Kitchen Cleaner and The Terrace as a Lobby
Assistant. Since 2016, Roycerin has been an employee of
KW Habilitation as a Maintenance Crew Member.
Roycerin graduated with honours from Conestoga College in Kitchener
in April 2018 where she received a certificate in Community Integration
Through Co-operative Education in Early Childhood Education.
She loves taking care of children so this program was a perfect fit for her.
In her spare time, Roycerin loves to sing, dance and act in plays. Since 2010,
she has performed live in three different plays: You're A Good Man Charlie
Brown (2010), Conventional Behaviour (2012) and Lysistrata (2018).
She has performed in both churches and at the K-W Little Theatre.
When talking to Roycerin about this newsletter, she is quoted as saying "I work at
KW Habilitation and I love working here".

Give-A-Gift 2018
As we are quickly approaching the Christmas Season KW Habilitation is making plans to support many people
through the holiday season. Each year friends and staff of KW Habilitation donate money to provide assistance
to approximately 30 adults who are in need of Christmas gifts. By receiving donated money staff are able to
purchase personalized gifts for people who will remain with us over the holidays.
Should you or anyone you know be interested in making a donation, payment can
be made by cheque payable to KW Habilitation Services, cash or credit card at
99 Ottawa Street before Friday, December 14, 2018. A charitable donation
receipt will be issued for any donations over $10 however, please ensure we have
your address.
We sincerely appreciate any assistance offered and thank you for your generosity.

Good Things Come from Our Farm
The 2018 Our Farm season has ended with great successes. Fresh vegetables were available for 23 markets at
99 Ottawa Street each week for home pickup and day programs that offered cooking classes to participants.
This year Our Farm was licensed to open a public market under the Kitchener initiative "LOVE MY HOOD".
The goal for this initiative is to connect people to help make great things happen in your neighborhood.
The public market was located at 99 Ottawa Street each Wednesday from 11-3 pm.
Vegetables grown at Our Farm and some locally sourced organically grown
vegetables and fruit were sold each week. The market also featured homemade
jams, relishes and baked cookies from the Café. Crafts and art from both the Vibe
Group, Green Thumb group and the Studio were featured each week as well.
The market also hosted two niche vendors, The Raw Carrot which sold homemade
soups and Freshly Grown Sprouts.
The market was mostly run by volunteers and it was a learning experience for
everyone involved. Local people in the area, tenants from 108 Sydney Street, staff
and local business people enjoyed coming each week to get their fresh produce.
Repeat customers, which we got to know by name commented each week on the quality and selection of produce
and goods at the market.
Both of the gardens at Our Farm have been put to rest now to rejuvenate and we look forward to another
growing season in 2019. "Good things come from Our Farm"

Devin's Donation to Our Farm
Devin celebrated his 40th birthday this past year, and all he wanted for
presents was donations to the Our Farm program at KW Habilitation.
Devin was able to raise over $500 for Our Farm!
Thank you & happy birthday, Devin!
(Picture to right: Devin and Jenny Weickert, Our Farm Coordinator)

On Sunday, November 25 KW Habilitation gathered at Edelweiss Tavern to celebrate our staff who have hit
milestone anniversaries. The food was delicious and the company was fantastic! We had partners, kids, and
friends come out to celebrate with us.
We would like to extend a thank you to all of our staff for all of the incredible work you do every day!
A total of 67 staff were recognized:
5 years: 18 people
10 years: 15 people
15 years: 14 people
20 years: 11 people
25 years: 2 people
30 years: 6 people
40 years: 1 person

Happy 40th Anniversary Ann!
Ann Bilodeau joined KW Habilitation on April 24, 1978. She has held
many positions in the Agency, including: vocational instructor (1978-1980),
Residential Manager (1980-1990), Director of Vocational Services
(1998-2008), Director of Human Resources (1990-2008), and she has
been the Executive Director of KW Habilitation since 2008.
Through her time working at KW Hab, Ann has been and continues to be
the catalyst for many positive changes to the Agency. Along with a fellow
colleague, she began the South Central Human Resources Committee in
1990. This Committee brought together 46 not-for-profit organizations from
South Central Ontario and continues to be organized by KW Habilitation's
Director of Human Resources today. We have moved from a sheltered
workshop model to a person-directed and person-centered planning model;
we have developed a new community Affordable Housing complex; we are expanding and providing supports
for people with complex care needs; we have a strong reputation in the community as leaders and we, as an
organization, continue to grow under the passion and contagious enthusiasm of Ann.
Ann has also been an avid voice for the Developmental Sector at the local, Provincial and Federal levels.
She is an active member of many local Developmental Sector tables for Waterloo Region, she has been
co-Chair of the Developmental Services Human Resources Strategy since 2008 and is an active member of
both the Ontario Association on Developmental Disabilities as well as the Provincial Network on
Developmental Services.
Ann's passion and dedication to community involvement is captured with her connection to numerous events
and organizations over the years. She has been involved with the Selection Committee for Waterloo Region
Athlete of the year, the 2010 Olympic Torch Celebration, the BSW Advisory Committee at Renison College,
Project Read, KW Oktoberfest, Tri Nations Women's Olympic Softball Tournament, ISC World Fastball,
Women's World of Olympic Hockey, Kitchener Minor Soccer Association and the Special Olympics World and
Ontario Winter Games. In 2016 Ann received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the Oktoberfest Woman of the
Year event.
Ann's voice and dedication for the citizens we support as well as the Waterloo Region community is clear
through her lifetime commitment to inspiring and enriching the lives of everyone around her.
Thank you, Ann for 40 years of leadership, commitment, and passion.

Thank you to all the amazing volunteers who have donated their time, energy,
enthusiasm, expertise and talents. You play a huge role in helping build a community
where everyone belongs and participates. Volunteers have generously donated over
2000 hours to our programs this year! Whether volunteers participate in one-time
opportunities or weekly/long term opportunities, our Administration, Early Learning,
Child Care and Family Resources, Community and Employment Supports and Our
Farm programs have greatly benefited from the support.
Our team of volunteers consists of students and community members, as well as
corporate groups and even sports teams. They bring to us a wealth of knowledge
and experience, all of which enhance the lives of the citizens we support.
When people volunteer, they give back to their community, help improve the lives of
others, learn new skills, develop new relationships, experience new opportunities and
improve their mental and physical health.
Thank you for your hard work and contributions. We are grateful you are a part of our team! Our best wishes to
you and your family this holiday season.
If you would like more information about KW Habilitation's Volunteer program, please contact Beth Wilson,
Volunteer and Student Placement Coordinator at bwilson@kwhab.ca or 519-744-6307 ext 1205.

Our 7th Annual Scotch Tasting at its Finest!
Another fabulous evening of Scotch Tasting in support of KW Habilitation took place on October 18, 2018. The
event included unique and aged single malt scotch and whiskeys paired with a full course dinner prepared by
Wildcraft chefs and live entertainment by Tim Lewis at the beautiful Hacienda Sarria.
Honourary Chair and Live Auctioneer Neil Aitchison along with Master of Ceremony Adele Newton did a fantastic
job and entertained everyone as always as we raised over $33,000 for KW Habilitation.
This event would not be possible without the help of our amazing volunteers, sponsors, donors, guests and
hosts, many of whom have been involved with the event since the beginning.
Save the date for next year - October 17, 2019.
Thank you to our sponsors!

In September, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Waterloo Region invited KW Habilitation to participate in the Fall
Pitch In Event hosted by Communitech. It was an opportunity to "pitch" a project idea to over 100 attendees
from the local tech sector looking for a cause to volunteer their time to. Jeff Collins, our very own board
president, pitched on our behalf, sharing the impact of KW Habilitation and KW Career Compass and inspire
those in attendance to donate their time.
As a result of Jeff's amazing pitch, we are now working with tech volunteers to create LinkedIn profiles with
our job seekers. If you would like to find out more about this opportunity, or KW Career Compass, please
contact info@kwcareercompass.org or 519-744-6307 ext 1252.

LEGUp! Learning. Experience. Goals
LEG Up! is a learning and skill enhancement program for adults. LEG Up! provides education
and training which will ultimately open doors to obtaining valuable opportunities and
experiences, including employment, community inclusion, volunteerism and independent
living.
Registration for Winter Session starts on December 7, 2018 at 9:00 a.m.
Winter Session: starts Monday, January 5, 2019 and ends Friday, March 15, 2019
Standard Cost: 10 week session $280.00 unless otherwise stated.
Additional rate may apply based on individual support needs.
For more information, visit www,kwhab.ca or contact LEG Up by phone 519-208-2225
or email: legup@kwhab.ca

Dustin Meets his Favorite Band
September of 2017, Selena Gaus, a former employee of KW Habilitation
won a pair of tickets through a radio station for an intimate night with his
favorite music band. Selena loved working for KW Habilitation and when
she left the organization she was forever touched by the people
KW Habilitation supports. With these fond memories and knowing that
Dustin is a huge fan of the band, she decided to donate the tickets to him.
Dustin was surprised with the concert and was whisked away one
afternoon from The Vibe. The level of excitement Dustin had for this trip
was out of this world. Dustin and his Direct Support Professional,
Kate drove down to Toronto, listening and singing to songs in the car.
They had dinner at a restaurant Dustin loves and then headed over to
not only watch the band perform but also to meet them in person.
At the end of the concert, Dustin was able to talk with the lead singer of the band and said he recognized Dustin
from the concert they had at the Kitchener Auditorium. He also gave Dustin his guitar pick. The whole ride home
Dustin talked about wanting to google when the band was in concert next. The next day he went to the Kitchener
Auditorium and purchased tickets to see them again.

THANK YOU to the Vendors, the
Volunteers, and everyone who
attended our 4th Annual Community
Christmas Bazaar on December 1st

K-W Kinsmen take us out to a ball game

Once a year the K-W Kinsmen treat the people we support to a Blue Jays game.
This year, on a rainy Sunday in September nearly 50 people left the Vibe early in the morning to go and watch
the Blue Jays clobber Cleveland in Toronto. The ride down was fabulous (as nearly any trip into Toronto where
someone else is driving is). There was hardly any traffic and we arrived early for the game. After some
searching for the proper gates, groups of people started to filter into the stadium.
It was then that an odd thing happened. There was nowhere for staff to sit.
It was not because there were no seats. At events like this, staff usually mix in with the people we support so
that we can ensure that assistance can be given in a timely fashion.
This time was different. The people we support sat with each other and there were no spaces between them for
staff. As it turns out, a trip can be a fabulous way to rekindle a relationship, spend time with an old friend you
don't see often or even someone you met on the bus that you liked sitting next to. So, as the "wave" went
through the stadium, and everyone munched on hot dogs, people yelled and clapped with every run Toronto
scored. We booed lustily when Cleveland scored. It was pretty magical to just be at the game, supporting as
needed, but mostly being present.
After giving Cleveland a pretty thorough shellacking, Toronto fans cheered until we were hoarse. On the way
home, as the cheers continued to ring in our ears, plans for next year were already being hatched.
Thank you to the Kinsmen for the amazing opportunity!

Thank you Harriet Bauer
At the September Board meeting, a cheque was presented to KW Habilitation by Richard
Bauer and Romano Klomp on behalf of Harriet Bauer's planned life insurance donation to
KW Habilitation. This was set up from a fundraising endeavor from many years ago by
KW Habilitation.
Thank you to the Bauer family for the generous donation.
(Pictured: Jeff Collins, Board President and Richard Bauer)

International Day of Persons with Disabilities - December 3, 2018
The annual observance of the International Day of Disabled Persons was proclaimed in 1992,
by the United Nations General Assembly resolution 47/3. It aims to promote the rights and
well-being of persons with disabilities in all spheres of society and development, and to
increase awareness of the situation of persons with disabilities in every aspect of political,
social, economic and cultural life.
In recognition of December 3, Outspoken, KW Habilitation's self-advocates group collaborated to give their
thoughts on this year's theme: Empowering persons with disabilities and ensuring inclusiveness and equality.

Fun with Early Learning
Early Learning at KW Habilitation continues to support the needs of all children from 0-6 years who have a
social, emotional or developmental need. Our team of resource consultants, enhanced staff, volunteers and
students are committed to inclusive child care and healthy child development.
Are you looking for Christmas science activities that engage children? Here is a website with 16 ideas you can
try: https://teaching2and3yearolds.com/16-christmas-science-activities-for-preschoolers/

There are exciting events happening all over the Region this holiday season.
Some highlights include:
St. Clements Santa Claus Parade
December 15, 2018 from 1:00—3:00 pm
Location: downtown Wellesley
New Dundee Santa Claus Parade
December 16, 2018 at 12:30 pm
New Dundee Board of Trade (Queen and Bridge, Wilmot)
Both parades are free for everyone!
Let It Be Christmas
A free Beatles themed Christmas concert
December 23, 2018 from 7:00—9:00 pm
295 Highview Drive, Kitchener
Stargazers 101
Beginners guide to the night sky
December 28, 2018 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm
Zehr’s (750 Ottawa St. S.)
New Year’s Eve Countdown
December 31, 2018, 6:00 pm—midnight
Kitchener City Hall

The Polar Express Train and Santa Train
Dates available through December.
www.waterloocentralrailway.com

