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Canada Summer Jobs
This past summer, KW Career Compass received funding for the Canada Summer Jobs program which was
geared towards transitional age youth finishing school at the end of June. Job Seekers met regularly with Job
Coaches to determine their areas of interest and to develop job skills, create a resume and explore a variety of
work sites. In all, of the 20 job seekers, most attended multiple interviews, 9 obtained employment, and all gained
valuable skill development. KW Career Compass continues to support some of the job seekers whose jobs have
continued past the summer.
We would like to thank MP Raj Saini who stopped by our 99 Ottawa St. S, Kitchener location for a visit. He shared
words of wisdom with the Job Coaches and presented each with a certificate and commemorative coin.
If you would like more information about making a great job match at your place of business, please contact
Stacey Mitchell, Project Supervisor KW Career Compass at smitchell@kwhab.ca.

6th Annual DQ Super Sweet Treat Day
On August 25, KW Habilitation and Dairy Queen hosted their 6th Annual Sweet Treat Day at The Boardwalk
and 628 King Street North locations. Despite the rain, people came out to enjoy the day and delicious ice
cream. Visitors enjoyed face painting and raffle prizes and of course some great food! In addition to the
thousands of dollars raised, the community came together to help KW Habilitation enrich the lives of children,
youth, adults and families.

A HUGE THANK YOU to Robert Maxwell and Mark Parker of Dairy Queen for coordinating this amazing event
and promoting awareness in support of KW Habilitation!
A BIG THANK YOU to our volunteers and the businesses who provided donations for the day:
No Frills

Morrows of Drumbo

TJX Canada

Lee Jay Levene Family

Pure Hair Studio

KWH Our Farm

Marineland

Playfit Kids Club

AR Kaufman
Family YMCA

Adventure Guide
The Boardwalk

Ren's Pet Depot
The Boardwalk

Bulk Barn
The Boardwalk

Boston Pizza Ottawa Street

Airborne Trampoline

Mabel's Labels

SkyZone Trampoline

Paris Agricultural Society

Canoe the Grand

Cocoon Apothecary

Frid + Russell

Dairy Queen
The Boardwalk

Complete K9 Inc

Dairy Queen
628 King Street North

Brent's No Frills

Erbsville Kartway

Legacy Greens

The Ultimate Escape

Waterloo Region
Museum

Beth - Face Painting

Alysha - Face Painting

LEG Up Session Registration
Fall Sessions are now full.
Please watch for Christmas Session
Registration will open in November.
For more information or how to register go to:
https://www.kwhab.ca/services/ces/legup/ or call 519-208-2225.

"It is a great resource! A one stop
shop, quick hit where the resources a parent needs to navigate
the system are simple .
" (Community Member)
FamilyCompassWR.ca is a new go-to site for finding community-based services and supports for parents, youth
and children in Waterloo Region. The site offers 3 "doors" to site users:




Search for Services - self-search for local health, social and recreational services for children and youth
I Have a Concern - a tool to connect you to a local organization that can help address concerns with a child or
youth.
Resources for Parents - resources for parents to learn, find support and connect with other parents (links to
Parenting Now)

Children and Youth Planning Table Virtual Access Chair, Jaime Jacomen explains "Our goal from day one was to
help families and youth more easily navigate and access the services in Waterloo Region."
FamilyCompassWR.ca has been in development for the past year, supported by members of the Children
and Youth Planning Table, in partnership with the Special Needs Strategy Planning Table and Moving on Mental
Health initiative. This easy and interactive website provides a one-stop resource for locating the right service for
children, youth and families in Waterloo Region.

Over the past two years through grants from both the Region of Waterloo and Grand
River Conservation Authority, eight acres at our David Fisher Residence have been
revitalized. There has been seven key lines and berms installed to manage and
redistribute rainfall on the hilly terrain to enhance natural irrigation.
Approximately 1800 trees such as Sugar Maples, Red Oaks, White Cedars, Hazelnuts,
Elderberry shrubs and Blueberry bushes have all been planted along the key lines
and throughout the eight acres. Reforestation of some areas have been planted to
encourage more wildlife and pollinators and to return some of the land it to its natural
state.
The fields of David Fisher Residence are naturally windy so we have installed two windbreaks, one along Kressler
Road and one starting at Erbsville Road right along the property line. Hopefully in a few years the effects of the
windbreak will be noticed.
Water tanks for watering new trees were also installed in the fields for weekly watering. Many of you know that we
have a local bee keeper who tends hives at this location. In the past two years he has had considerable success
with his bees at our location. Other than one hive swarm his bees are thriving. Last fall we installed two pollinator
strips within the garden to help the bees thrive even more.
Another exciting part of our grant monies was used for bird habitat at David Fisher Residence. Fifteen bird house
were locally made by a community volunteer, the houses were painted by Vibe participants in the Green Thumb
group and they were installed by a group from the Hacienda Sierra in October of 2017. Both the Our Farm Logo and
the Canada 150 flag were painted onto each house.
Fifteen bird houses were installed for chickadees, bluebirds and barn swallows. This will be the first spring for the
houses so it will be exciting to see how many new habitants we get. Birds are important to a site like this as they
eat a lot of bugs and help with pollinating plants.
In continuing with our five year plan, trees will be monitored for growing success, watering of trees will continue, and
of course bird habitat will closely be watched.
****Update on bird habitat****
September 2018 - we had 11 of the 15 houses with nests. Bluebirds and Tree Swallows found new homes and
raised their young this year at the DFR site. We were amazed and loved watching them.
Future goals include trail building, maintaining the field with mowing and tree monitoring. If you would like a tour of
the site or see the kitchen garden please contact ourfarm@kwhab.ca or jweickert@kwhab.ca

What Keeps Our Farm Strong?
On August 7, MP Bardish Chagger stopped by our urban Our Farm property to see first hand the hard work
being done and to chat with the two garden interns hired through the Canada Summer Jobs Program.
To conclude the summer ADS and Our Farm hosted a barbecue to bring all involved at our Farm together in
fellowship. Although the weather was once again at it, there was good attendance, good conversation, good
food and toe tapping entertainment music by the Menno Valley Sound Band. Life is Good at Our Farm and
ADS.

Employment Spotlight: Waterloo Mattress
Nick Ciulei opened Waterloo Mattress in 2005, employing himself
and one part-time staff in a 2,400 square foot warehouse. With hard
work and dedication, Nick grew the business to that of 16 employees
in a 17,000 square foot warehouse. In July, Nick hired Eddie, a
student in the Canada Summer Job Program at KW Career Compass.
Eddie is just like any other 19-year-old guy. An extremely dedicated
individual, Eddie came to KW Career Compass with one goal: to
work. This goal was achieved when he was hired by Nick Ciulei who
instead of looking at Eddie as someone with a disability, he looked at
him as just another 19-year-old guy.
Eddie was quickly thrown into the job at Waterloo Mattress starting just one day after his interview. During routine
visits by his Job Coach, it was noted that Eddie required no support on the job. Eddie had really just become one of
the guys, or as Nick likes to call them the "99's" as that is the year they were born.
When speaking about Eddie's performance, Nick said "You can't get [Eddie] to stop smiling"....."and [Eddie] is such
an old soul in the way he works; his work ethic is great." Nick has even expressed interest in helping Eddie in his
future by helping him with his goal of opening a moving business.
The job seekers who work with KW Career Compass are all amazing individuals looking for the right opportunity.
Eddie and Waterloo Mattress are a great example of how KW Career Compass can assist the job seekers find great
employment opportunities as well also help employers like Nick find great employees. He has given his absolute
best while working with our team at KW Career Compass and it is really awesome to see Eddie going to work,
learning new skills and having a fun time doing it. He is valued and looked at like any other employee Nick has had.
Eddie isn't an employee with a disability at Waterloo Mattress. Eddie is just one of the guys.
If you would like more information about KW Career Compass, please contact info@kwcareercompass.org.

Harvest Dinner
KW Habilitation is always wanting their employees to be constantly learning and growing. One way this happens
is through the Committee for Excellence. The committee plans a few events a year to help fundraise money for
employee development, which allows them to plan training days where they listen to guest speakers and learn
and grow both professionally and personally.
Our upcoming fundraiser dinner is the Harvest Dinner. Here you can enjoy some delicious Pillars Oktoberfest
sausage, mashed potatoes, homemade sauerkraut and of course a medley of fresh vegetables, then to finish it
off, homemade apple crisp and ice cream. Alongside this great meal, there is a hum of chatter between tables,
lots of laughs and memories made. There are also raffle tickets being sold the night of for some amazing raffle
prizes donated by variThe Harvest Dinner is on Tuesday October 2, 2018
from 5:00 - 7:30pm at the Kitchener Mennonite
Brethren Church at 19 Ottawa Street North.
Tickets are $13 and can be purchased in
person at 99 Ottawa Street South or contact
Jenny Weickert via email jweickert@kwhab.ca
or phone 519-575-6095.

